
Reach further with the gospel discussion guide 
based on Acts 4.1-31 (Linked to sermon of 12/5/24) 
which can be accessed at www.stjamesbythepark.org/talks 

 
This was the third in a series of talks looking at our ‘discipleship triangle’ – Up (love God), In (love 
each other), Out (love your neighbour) – seeing what we can learn from the early chapters of 
Acts.  
 
Intro: Who first shared the good news about Jesus with you? Where? How?  
 
In chapter 3, Peter & John had gone up to the temple to pray, healed a lame man in Jesus’ name, 
and spoken about Jesus to the crowds who gathered in amazement.  
 
In your experience, what has prompted some of the best opportunities to speak of Jesus (eg 
miracles, personal tragedies, news topics, general conversation etc)?  
 
Read Acts 4.1-12 
 
How do you think Peter & John felt, as they spent the night in prison, and were brought before 
the court?  
 
Read Lk 12.11-12  Have you ever had a sense of the Holy Spirit giving you the words to say when 
someone asks you about your faith, as happened to Peter in Acts 4.8?  
 
Why do you think Peter ‘goes for the jugular’ in v10-11? Is it ever right for us to be so direct in 
confronting people with their sin and rejection of Jesus?  
 
Verse 12 – insisting on the uniqueness of Jesus - was unpopular in the first century, as it is 
today. In what ways would you say Jesus is unique, when compared to other religious leaders? 
(Dan briefly highlighted a few ways in the sermon – but there are more too!)  
 
Read Acts 4.13-22 
 
Verse 13 – Dan commented that people expect a vicar (as a trained ‘pro’) to talk about Jesus, 
but sometimes listen more carefully when it’s an ‘ordinary person’ talking about Jesus. What 
comments have you had in the past, when you’ve shared some of your faith in Jesus with friends 
or colleagues?  
 
Verses 18-20 – what are the guidelines or restrictions for talking about faith in your workplace? 
How do you approach the sensitivities of talking about faith, particularly if there’s a perceived 
‘power imbalance’ (eg boss to worker; teacher to pupil; medic to patient etc)? How would you 
answer the question of v19 in your context? 
 
Read Acts 4.23-31 
 
What strikes you about the believers’ prayer?  
 
Spend some time praying that the Holy Spirit would give you courage to speak the message of 
Jesus boldly – whether in the context of miraculous healings or everyday conversation!  
 
Optional extra – read the attached appendix from John Dickson’s book “Promoting the gospel” 
as an example of how conversations and questions can be used to point to Jesus. How might 
you adapt this sort of approach to suit you?  
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